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European Sea Ports Organisation

Founded in 1993

Represents European seaport authorities

Members from EU and neighbouring Members from EU and neighbouring 
countries

Secretariat in Brussels

Recognised counterpart of EU institutions

A lobby and a knowledge network



ESPO & the Environment

Providing guidance and preparing recommendations on 
environmental management (Green Guide)

Encouraging ports to be proactive in protecting the 
environment by:

environmental management (Green Guide)

Drafting guidelines on specific issues (e.g. nature 
protection)

Developing and promoting tools and methodologies for 
port environmental management (EcoPorts tools)

Providing the platform for port cooperation and sharing 
of environmental experience (EcoPorts network)

Visibility and credit to frontrunners (ESPO Award, 
EcoPorts labeling and certification) 
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Applying the 5 Es on 5 top priorities

Air quality

Energy conservation and climate change

Noise management

Waste management

Water management





Dynamic - Version 2

76 contributions

Annex 1 - Good practice examples 

76 contributions

26 ports - 12 countries

No Italian ports!

Online database

www.espo.be / www.ecoports.com













Foreword by the European Commision
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More ports joining EcoPorts!

www.ecoports.com



Further dissemination

Ports referring to the 5Es in 

their environmental policy 

Bringing the Green Guide forward! 

their environmental policy 

statements

Contributions to the good 

practice annex - Ports sharing 

experiences

Online database

www.espo.be / www.ecoports.com



Positive 
trends -
Credibility

* Source: ESPO/EcoPorts 

surveys and SDM



Conclusions

Ports are diverse and operate in a multi-pressure 

environment / Environmental management is challenging 

but essential (lisence to operate and to grow)but essential (lisence to operate and to grow)

Ports work together and commit to actions

� Proactive voluntary self-regulation (Green Guide, 5Es)

� Assisting tools (SDM, PERS), professional cooperation

Added value for both the sector and individual ports

Trends provide inspiration for further improvement



Thank you for your attention!
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